PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

THE Duke of Saint-Simon was born in 1675. He
entertained an exalted conception of the dignity
of a duke and a peer, yet that rank had not long been
held by his family. His father was an obscure coun-
try gentleman, of ancient lineage. Chance threw him
in the way of Louis XIII. He pleased his master, as
is said, by his skill in the chase; he became a royal
favorite, and in 1635 was made a duke and a peer of
France. His rise was sudden and little deserved, yet
he was not a vulgar nor an odious favorite; he was a
man of respectable, if not of brilliant parts, who con-
ducted himself with discretion, and enjoyed his pros-
perity with moderation. To him was born, when he
had reached the mature age of sixty-eight, a son, who
became the second Duke of Saint-Simon and the author
of the famous Memoirs.

The son entered the army at the age of nineteen, and
he served creditably in several campaigns. But he
soon showed his peculiar qualities; his abnormal con-
ception of his own importance was easily offended,
others received promotion which he deemed his due;
in 1702, at the beginning of the war of the Spanish